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From Al
reservelrs into Long [sland Sound.

“We spill mors than we pagp,” sald Al
fred ©. Dion, a deputy divector at the Gro-
ton utiity, who sald his work on developing
a regional systein has been the most ve-
warding of his 42-vear career thers.

in addition to tapping ndo the ample Gro-
{on supplies, the revamped system shonld
make it possible, in an smergency, o move
water from the other major utilities inthe
region — Morwich Public Utilities and the
MNew London Water and Sewer Authority —
10 sy point in the system. The New Lon-
don system, serving that city and Waler-
ford, can provide 9 million gallons a day
The Norwich system can vield 7 million.

“If dramaticelly reduces the region's val-
nerability o a drought.” sald Chrls Clark,
operations manager of the Mohegan Tribal
Utility Authority and the primary architect
of the system.

Over time, neighborhoods now using
wells or small independent systems might
hegin tving into the more robusi sysiem.

Abowut 70 percent of the region’s popuia
tion is served by 2 water supply system, an-
cording to the Boutheastern Connectiont
Council of Governments, 2 grouy insiry-
mental in geiling the regional system cone
structed, o

Groton Utilities first proposed a regional
nian in 1998, bof the ides 4 not move be-
vond discussions until 2002, when the Mo
hegan Tribe, intent on finding a long-term,
reliable source of water for s growing
casing, offerad to finance the consfruction
of a waler yoain crossing the Thames River
{0 make a regional svstemn possible,

The key slements of the new system are
the 1,400-foct, 20-inch dismmeter pipe buried
as deep as 85 feet beneath the riverbed of
o Thornos Diger and fuws now wateos fosar.

and tested, will allow water oy the first
time to move betwsen waler systems on
both sides of the river, The two water tanks,
each aboul 310 feel above seq level, squalise
pressure in the sysiem, allowing for the
movement of water whers nesdsd. The
Hogers Hill fank is finished, and the Led-
vard tank is nearly done.

“Wih water, height is everyvihing,” said
Clark,

The iribe has recelved accolades for
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portional shars of 1hat investment, but the
tribe is not counting on recovering all is
money, Clark said, Mondville is relmburs
Ing 8.8 million of the $13.5 million because
of the lnunediate benefits it will receive,

The crossriver connection alone would
have been enough o fap info the Groton wa:
ter supply, but the new tanks and pumplng
stations create a significant reglonal svs-
e

“We tried io ook at the thing from & big
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shon, “Why wouldn't we do this right?™ ™

With the Boutheastern Connecticut
Counell of Governments, all parties
workas out 2 detalled agreement outlining
how the water will be metered ang profo-
cols for an emergency The sgreesnent gives
Groton Eilities the authorlty to manipn-
late the system from a central control room
asing radio-controlled valves.

fficials from the City of Groton, Led
vard, Montville, Norwich, Preston, Water-
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“We zrew up here,” said current tribal
Chairman Brucs “Two Dogs” Bozsum.
“Umce we were commitied, we wers going
10 get this done for the region. t's the Mohe
Zan way”

The system is expecied to be fully com-
pisted by Novemnber and operational soon
after, Clark said.

The most immediate beneficiary will be
the Mohegan Sun casine and the stores and
businesses along and adiacent io Route 32
71 Montville,

With the turn of several valves, water
wiil flow north from the Groton filtration
piant six miles info Ledyard, where if wili
take 4 hard left down Hurlbutt Road under
the Thames River and then emerge on the
west bank, just south of the Montville boat
launch, A right furn will take the water
aiong Roule 32 in Montville, providing as
wuch as 1.93 million gallons of water dally,
1 million of i for the Mchegan Sun casino
and hotel

Morwich has provided water to the cash
1o since I opened In 1996 and to the United
Nugdsar Corp, that was located there previ-
ously 1t began serving business and neigh-
borhoods along RBoute 32 in Mondville 15
years ago. Now Norwich wands 1o use iis
water for its ovm development needs, said
John Bilda, general manager of Norwich
Public Utilities,

Proston First Selactman Robert Cong-
don, whe is on a commission appointed by
Gov M. Jodi Rell to study ways of diversify-
ing ¢the region’s sconony, said having a rell-
able water system for the region is key to at-
tracting business and industry

Even with the imminent improvements,
the search for new water supplies will con-
tine, Dion said,

“While the region coniinues fo grow, so
wr11] the Anmannd for watar ™ e anid “And




